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1.0
WELCOME 
1.1
Ian Reeves welcomed everyone to the Combined Board of Studies/ Learning and Teaching Committee.
2.0
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING.
2.1
The minutes were agreed.
3.0
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
MA in Multimedia Journalism (Minute 2.2 refers)

Ian Reeves confirmed that the MA in Multimedia Journalism had been formally approved along with the relevant modules.  Stage 3 Undergraduate modules had also been approved and coded.   Stage 2 students are in the process of expressing their module choices and next week there would be confirmation of the modules running.

3.2
Resourcing, Staffing and Accommodation (Minute 5.1 refers)

Sarah Megson reported that these matters had been dealt with, with no further problems.

4.0
PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT
4.1
BA and MA Recruitment/Admissions

Prof Tim Luckhurst advised that the target for 2011 admissions was 30 new students and that they had been interviewing throughout December and January, they had 52 interviews and 8 confirmed offers so far.


Prof Tim Luckhurst also advised that the target for MA admissions was 10 students and they were currently running a recruitment programme to include an open day at the Centre for Journalism on 7 April.


ACTION: Prof Tim Luckhurst to confirm dates and numbers with the Library regarding the open day.
5.0
TEACHING AND LEARNING
5.1
Module approval

Ian Reeves confirmed that all modules had been approved.  He also advised that Lesley Phippen is joining as a permanent member of staff from July and that she will be writing a Journalism-specific law module.
5.2
Easter work placements with KMG.

Prof Tim Luckhurst confirmed that the KMG work placements were all in place and that letters had been received for distribution to individual students with instructions on procedures to follow prior to commencement of the placement.  Ian Reeves advised that the students were to keep a placement diary in order to keep a log of their activities; he confirmed that this diary would be in paper format and further details would be given to students.

5.3
Other placements.

Prof Tim Luckhurst reported that there were 5 work placements at The Independent, 2 at Moonbeam Films and 1 at the Sunday Telegraph.  He also reported that BBC and ITV placements were also available and students were encouraged to apply for them.
6.0
ASSESSMENT
6.1
Ian Reeves advised that Faculty had questioned whether coursework should be marked anonymously, staff and students all agreed that this would not be appropriate and that students preferred the personal feedback.
7.0
RESOURCING, STAFFING AND ACCOMMODATION
7.1
New Lecturer in Reporting & Writing

Ian Reeves confirmed after a successful AFP meeting they now had funding for a new lecturer and  that Karen Bartlett had been appointed as the new lecturer in Reporting and Writing from September.
7.2
Technician

Ian Reeves advised that the post of Multimedia Newsroom Technician had been advertised.
7.3
Extended accommodation

Ian Reeves confirmed that as of summer 2010 the Centre for Journalism would occupy the whole of the 1st floor of Gillingham Building.
8.0
LIBRARY
8.1
Jackie Wright advised that the remainder of the book budget is almost committed.  As of 22nd March uncommitted funds were £3500.  They had included from this year’s budget a subscription to the International Journal of Press-Politics at £360 for print and online access (online archive access from 1999).  She also confirmed that the numbers of copies of core texts had been increased as agreed at the library budget meeting in January.

8.2
Jackie Wright advised that the needs assessment had been submitted to the University in February and that it included the cost of 2 e-book readers and the cost of the digitisation of the Colin Seymour-Ure collection.
8.3
Jackie Wright also advised that the teaching blocks A and C of the Drill Hall Library will be handed over to the Library for the academic session 2010-11.  She indicated that if space and budget permitted then their plan would be to develop the space in block C to accommodate improved training facilities and more group and social learning including an area for refreshments.  In block A they hope to use the space for post graduate study.   More information about the space plans and changes will be posted in the library and on the Drill Hall web site in due course
8.4
Jackie Wright commented that there had been some vandalism to Journalism books; Professor Tim Luckhurst was concerned with this matter and promised to raise it with students.

ACTION: Ian Reeves to speak to students regarding Minute 8.4.
9.0
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES’ COMMENTS
9.1
Ella Copeland (Stage 1 Rep) commented that students were not aware of the travel expenses when taking a work placement.  Prof Tim Luckhurst responded that students are aware they have to attend work placements and that it was their personal responsibility to find out the location of their placement and budget accordingly.  Ian Reeves commented that this was a fair point but that in future the Centre would endeavour to ensure that students were aware of costs involved prior to commencement of the placements. 
9.2
Ella Copeland (Stage 1 Rep) asked whether it would be possible for exam timetables to be made available to the students earlier.  Sarah Megson confirmed that this would not be possible.
9.3
Both Stage 1 representatives expressed concern over the Convergent Journalism module; Ian Reeves confirmed he would speak to the students in more detail regarding this.
9.4
Both Stage 1 representatives expressed their concerns over the scheduling of guest speakers on Wednesday afternoons as this is when the students are meant to take part in Sport activities etc.  Prof Tim Luckhurst advised that the Centre was aware of the situation but unfortunately speakers and guests are busy and sometimes this clash is unavoidable.
9.5
Paul Dunne (Stage 1 Rep) requested that Lecturers did not express their concerns over attendance to the year group as a whole but that they should address the issue with the individual student since this was having a demoralising effect on those students whose attendance was regular.  Prof Tim Luckhurst advised that poor attendance was taken very seriously and good attendance was an issue which needed to be appropriately and regularly enforced.  He asked that this be fed back to the students via the representatives.
10.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

10.1
Bob Friend Memorial Scholarship

Prof Tim Luckhurst congratulated Daniel May on receiving the Bob Friend Memorial Scholarship.
11.0
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
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