
The experience of the blitzPRIVATE 

1. Was Britain prepared for aerial bombardment in 1939?
As with everything else about the early days amibiguous.

Trenches dug, gasmasks issued, Anderson shelters distributed (suburban garden option), brick and concrete shelters built. But not comprehensive and some doubts as to the quality of the shelters.
2. How professional was Britain's fire-fighting and air raid precautions services?
There was no centralised fire-service in Britain in 1939. Equipment, training, recruitment was on a local and almost ad hoc scale. It would mean that there was little convertibility between forces, and crucially between their pump fittings. An AFS had also been established.

An ARP service had been established in 1938. Blackout training. 

Sept 1940 Fire Watchers Order not firm enough and led to some disasters that could easily have been avoided.

Problems over pay, rank, uniform. Did an AFS man count as a full fire man? Should he get the same leave and pay? What about the volunteers? p 68 Calder.

3. Why did the government forbid the use of underground stations as shelters?
The govt feared that people would never want to come up. 

There was also the idea that the platforms always had to be kept free for passenger and possible troop traffic. But people just bought platform tickets and stayed there.

Eventually the govt rescinded its order and allowed LT and local authorities to make the tubes fit of overnight habitation.
4. Was there any sign of panic or dispondency during the blitz?
The poorer parts of British cities do appear to have been neglected, especially the east end of London and Liverpool. Poor construction, poor concrete.

In Feb 1940 it was announced that in London there was space for 1,400,000 people in public shelters and 4,500,000 in domestic but this still left about one in five without shelter.

There were the appalling unsanitary Tilbury railway arches at Stepney, a place that gained an evil reputation.

Damp, wet, sanitation, food, smell, disease.

But somehow life went on largely due to the brilliant efforts of the WVS.

5. Was there any way of hitting back at the German bombers?
AA guns, searchlights, teams scattered across London. Early days of nightfighters with rudimentary radar.

6. How important was the blitz to Britain's propaganda war?
It was vital to prove to the world that Britain was not the aggressor, that Britain could take it.

America was shown how Britain could take it on the chin.
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London Can Take It! and Christmas Under Fire (1940)

How are the British people portrayed in both films? 

Do the British have distinctive racial/cultural qualities?

What are the British people fighting for?

What audience(s) were the films aimed at?

What is the significance of using Quentin Reynolds as a narrator?

What does Britain look like according to these films?

