Centre for Journalism – Undergraduate Modules
Assessment Criteria for practical modules assessed by coursework including assignments, portfolio elements and projects, for convergent journalism and reporting and writing modules. (JN301, JN303, JN501, JN502, JN503, JN504, JN506)  
The grading of coursework will be based on performance in relation to aspects of work indicated below. The attainment appropriate for each range of marks is indicated for each of these aspects. Note that these are for guidance only. Not all coursework elements include all of these criteria, and there may be other criteria specific to an individual piece of coursework. Additionally, the specific weightings of each of these criteria will vary for each module, and will be advised by your module convenors. Please check the relevant Module Notes section of the module.
1: 
Overall Content
· A mark of 80% or more will indicate an exceptionally impressive piece of journalism output that would be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation with only very minor tweaks.
· A mark of 70% or more will indicate a very good piece of journalism output that would be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation with some changes.
· A mark from 60 to 69% will indicate a strong piece of journalism output that would be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation with some changes and the addition of further detail.
· A mark from 50 to 59% will indicate a piece of journalism output that would not be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation without some important changes to its content, and the addition of more information.
· A mark from 40 to 49% will indicate a weak piece of journalism output that would not be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation without some important changes to its content, and the addition of some fundamentally-important information.

· A mark from 35 to 39% will indicate a very weak piece of journalism output that would not be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation without very significant changes to its content, and the addition of some fundamentally-important information
· A mark of less than 30% will indicate a seriously flawed piece of journalism output that would never be suitable for publication by a professional news organisation.
2: 
Journalism Skills
· A mark of 80% or more will indicate an exceptionally impressive piece of newsgathering in which the student has used a wide range of reporting skills to fulfil the brief, has created content entirely appropriate to the targeted platform, and has clearly understood any issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply.
· A mark of 70% or more will indicate a very good piece of newsgathering in which the student has used a good range of reporting skills to fulfil the brief, has created content closely appropriate to the targeted platform, and has understood any issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply.

· A mark from 60 to 69% will indicate a strong piece of newsgathering in which the student has used their reporting skills to fulfil the brief, has created content appropriate to the targeted platform, and has a good grasp of any issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply.
· A mark from 50 to 59% will indicate a reasonably competent piece of newsgathering in which the student has used their reporting skills to fulfil the brief, has created content that shows an understanding of the targeted platform, and has some grasp of any issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply.
· A mark from 40 to 49% will indicate a weak piece of newsgathering in which the student has not entirely fulfilled the brief, has created content that shows a flaws in their understanding of the targeted platform, and may have missed some issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply.
· A mark from 35 to 39% will indicate a very weak piece of newsgathering in which the student has not fulfilled the brief, has created content that shows serious flaws in their understanding of the targeted platform, and may have missed some issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply
· A mark of less than 30% will indicate a seriously flawed piece of newsgathering in which the student has not fulfilled the brief, has created content that shows very serious flaws in their understanding of the targeted platform, and may have missed vital issues (such as legal or ethical) that may apply.

3: 
Technical Competence 
· A mark of 80% or more will indicate exceptional evidence of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief. 
· A mark of 70% or more will indicate clear evidence of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief.
· A mark of 60-69% will indicate evidence of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief, but with some minor flaws.
· A mark of 50 to 59% will indicate evidence of a grasp of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief, but with some flaws.
· A mark of 40 to 49 will indicate limited evidence of a grasp of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief.
· A mark of 35 to 39 will indicate very limited evidence of a grasp of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief, and serious flaws in its execution
· A mark of less than 30 will indicate almost no evidence of a grasp of technical skill with hardware or software in producing journalism to the brief, and very serious flaws in its execution
4:
Presentation   

· A mark of 80% or more will indicate that exceptional thought has been given to the presentation of the story in a way that’s entirely consistent with best practice in the medium. 
· A mark of 70% or more will indicate that careful thought has been given to the presentation of the story in a way that’s consistent with best practice in the medium..
· A mark of 60 to 69% will indicate that a reasonable degree of thought has been given to the presentation of the story in a way that’s shows good understanding of best practice in the medium.
· A mark of 50 to 59% will indicate that some effort has been made to present the story in a way that’s shows some understanding of important principles and conventions in the medium.
· A mark of 40 to 49% will indicate that little effort has been made to present the story, and that there is a lack of understanding of some important principles and conventions in the medium.
· A mark of 35 to 39% will indicate a meagre effort has been made to present the story, and that there is a lack of understanding of some basic principles and conventions in the medium.
· A mark of less than 30% will indicate that almost no effort has been made to present the story effectively, and that there is a lack of understanding of fundamental principles and conventions in the medium.      
5:
Grammar and style   

· A mark of 80% or more will indicate an exceptional grasp of grammar and the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and exceptional flair in the use of English to tell the story. 
· A mark of 70% will indicate a very good grasp of grammar and the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and a stylish use of English to tell the story.  
· A mark of 60 to 69% will indicate a solid grasp of grammar and the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and a polished use of English to tell the story.
· A mark of 50 to 59% will indicate a few grammatical flaws, and some mistakes in the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and a reasonably competent use of English to tell the story.
· A mark of 40 to 49% will indicate several grammatical flaws, some mistakes in the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and a faltering use of English to tell the story
· A mark of 35 to 39% will indicate serious grammatical flaws, an unacceptable volume mistakes in the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and a poor use of English to tell the story.
· A mark of less than 30% will indicate very serious grammatical flaws, almost no grasp of the grammatical conventions of the particular medium, and a very poor use of English to tell the story.      
Marks obtained in first year are not included in calculation of degree class
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