Henry VIII and Rome

What I want you to think about:
· The split with Rome – why it happened? Does Henry have theological differences with the Pope? If he does not is his sole reason for splitting the Catholic Church to be found in his desire to marry Anne Boleyn – or are there additional factors?

· The incompetence of Henry’s argument over the impediment of affinity – and why he did not employ a better argument (e.g.: the impediment of public honesty as suggested by Cardinal Wolsey)

· What is the point of asking a pope to admit that there are certain things popes cannot do? 

· Henry’s reign as one of the first times when printing and profound political/religious controversy co-exist

· The nature of those controversies e.g. is the Tudor dynasty secure? King v Papacy/ Church v State, Rule by Fear v Effective rule, need to raise money to finance wars. 

· Henry’s insecurity amid the changes he imposes. His reign contains a large number of political executions – 330 in the years 1532-40 alone – this is a man who destroys his enemies. Now wonder he has an ambivalent attitude towards printing

· How that ambivalence is displayed. When Pope Clement VII refuses his request for an annulment Henry puts his case to the public via pamphlets. By 1531 he was using the printing press to publish statements of his opinion – and to influence opinion formers. SO he appreciates the propaganda value of the printed world – but he also fears its power to undermine his authority. 

· The beginning of printed influence is clear – but so is the surviving requirement for old-fashioned communication by word of mouth. When the Abbot of Winchcombe wants to reach a large audience with his defence of ‘benefit of clergy’ he speaks at St. Paul’s Cross in London (the easiest place to reach a large audience) 

· The particular importance of clerical opinion. If you are going to have a fall-out with the Roman Catholic Church it pays to remember that it includes the largest single group of literate people in the land.    
